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Lesson 6
National legislation or requirements about
Environmental Protection and recycling
Introduction to this lesson
It is very important for all of the world to be conscious of the importance in following national
legislations and requirements when it comes to protecting the environment and recycling.
Within this lesson we will discuss National Legislations and gain a greater understanding of the
importance in following these in order to protect the environment.

6.1 Environment Policies
The government is working to protect our environment by reducing pollution, reducing the amount
of waste sent to landfill, protecting areas of parkland and wildlife reserves, and enforcing regulations
that keep our water and air clean. These also help communities avoid or recover from flooding and
other weather-related hazards

6.2 Environmental Legislation
Environmental legislation is the collection of laws and regulations relating to air quality, water
quality, the wilderness, endangered wildlife and other environmental factors. The environmental
legislation covers many laws and regulations but they all work together towards a common goal. This
involves regulating the interaction between man and the natural world to reduce threats to the
environment and increase the health of people and animals.
As you can imagine environmental legislation is a broad topic. Mainly because the natural
environment involves so many different aspects. Environmental laws need to consider everything
from the air we breathe to the natural resources we rely on to the plants and animals that share this
world with us.

DUTY OF CARE
The Environmental Protection Act 1990 imposes a duty of care on people concerned with handling
waste. This Duty of Care affects anyone who produces, imports, carries, keeps, treats or disposes of
controlled waste.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT
The Environmental Protection Act 1990 is an act of parliament relating to controlled wastes manages
the pollution of industrial processes.
The Environmental Protection Act deals with issues relating to waste on land, defining all aspects of
waste management and places a duty on local authorities to collect waste. As a business, you have a
duty to ensure that any waste your company produces is handled safely and within the legislations
and laws. This is your ‘duty of care’ and it applies to anyone who produces, imports, transports,
stores, treats or disposes of controlled waste from a business.
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HAZARDOUS WASTE REGULATION
The Hazardous Waste Regulations 2005 came into force and were produced as part of the framework
for the controlled management of Hazardous Waste but replaced the Special Waste Regulations.
The new hazardous waste definition covers a wider range of waste and covers more of a range than
that of special waste. It is commonly defined as containing substances or possessing properties that
may be harmful to human health or the surrounding environment. This however does not mean that
the waste is toxic imminently as it could have a prolonged effect over a period of time.

The Hazardous Waste Regulation covers items such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fluorescent Tubes
Television sets
Fridges
PC Monitors
Batteries
Aerosols & Paint
Contaminated Soils

THE WASTE ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT DIRECTIVE
The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive (WEEE Directive) was introduced in January
2007. The WEEE Directive aims to reduce the amount of electrical and electronic equipment being
produced and to encourage everyone to reuse, recycle and recover.

6.3 Environmental Permitting For Waste
The recovery and disposal of waste requires a permit under EU legislation with the main objective of
preventing harm to human health and the environment.
Hazardous waste is essentially waste that contains hazardous properties which, if it isn’t managed,
has the potential to cause greater harm to the environment and human health than non-hazardous.
These objectives aim to prevent or reduce as much as possible the negative effects on the
environment from the landfilling of waste. Introducing technical requirements for waste and landfills,
and setting targets for the reduction of biodegradable waste going to landfill.
If a business or organisation produces or handles waste they must take all the below measures into
consideration:

Prevent waste:
•

Measures to be taken before a substance, material or product has become waste.

That will then reduce:
•
•
•

The quantity of waste. Including the re-use of products or the extension of the life span of
products.
The impacts of the generated waste on the environment and human health.
The content of harmful substances in materials and products.
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Re-use:
• Any opportunity by which products or components can be used again for the same purpose
in which they were conceived.

Recycling:
• A recovery operation in which waste materials are reprocessed into products, materials or
substances.

6.4 Safe and hygienic waste disposal
Within hair and beauty many treatments can generate waste that could be contaminated.
Below are some examples:
•
•
•
•

Hair removal
Piercing
Hair cutting
Shaving

Although these treatments do not normally cause bleeding, an accidental skin cut with scissors or
blood spotting from waxing could occur. For this reason there should be another method of waste
disposal provided. Treatments such as epilation, which involves inserting a needle into the hair
follicle. This then requires all used probes to be disposed of in a sharps box and then incinerated.

6.5 Reasons for waste collection
This is to protect the environment and the health of the population.
Rubbish and waste can cause air and water pollution. Rotting waste can produce harmful
gases that mix with the air and can cause breathing problems for people.

Why managing waste is important
The management of waste is high on the environmental agenda. This is driven by the need to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. European legislation is aimed at reducing the amount of waste materials
sent for disposal in landfill by recovering valuable recyclables and energy.

Benefits of reducing Waste
Many organisations are content simply to establish a system for removing waste. Increasingly greater
attention is being paid to waste management.
Here are some ways in which pro-active organisations are seeing the benefits of establishing a waste
reduction program:
•
•
•

Saving money – By increasing recycling disposal costs can be reduced.
Enhancing sustainability - Managing waste, water, and energy more efficiently are core
components of sustainability. Improving organisation’s sustainability can boost their
corporate image.
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions - Waste prevention and recycling offer significant
potential for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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•

Conserve resources - Reuse and recycling conserves natural resources including trees, metals
and water.

6.6 Need for legislation and requirements
Safe work practice regulations and rules are laws that are put in place to protect people who work
under particular conditions. These types of regulations have the workers safety and health in mind.
All these rules and regulations are put in place to protect the employee against
bodily harm and to protect the business against lawsuits resulting from negligence
from an employee not following the rules and regulations.

6.7 Summary of EU Waste Legislation
In Europe, we currently use 16 tonnes of material per person per year, of which 6
tonnes become waste. Although the management of that waste continues to
improve in the EU, the European economy currently still loses a significant amount
of potential 'secondary raw materials' such as metals, wood, glass, paper, plastics
present waste streams. In 2010, total waste production in the EU amounted to 2.5
billion tons. From this total only a limited (albeit increasing) share (36%) was
recycled, with the rest was landfilled or burned, of which some 600 million tons
could be recycled or reused.
Just in terms of household waste alone, each person in Europe is currently producing, on average,
half of tonne of such waste. Only 40 % of it is reused or recycled and in some countries more than
80% still goes to landfill (source: Environmental Data Centre on Waste, Eurostat).
Turning waste into a resource is one key to a circular economy. The objectives and targets set in
European legislation have been key drivers to improve waste management, stimulate innovation in
recycling, limit the use of landfilling, and create incentives to change consumer behavior. If we remanufacture, reuse and recycle, and if one industry's waste becomes another's raw material, we can
move to a more circular economy where waste is eliminated and resources are used in an efficient
and sustainable way.
Improved waste management also helps to reduce health and environmental problems, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions (directly by cutting emissions from landfills and indirectly by recycling
materials which would otherwise be extracted and processed), and avoid negative impacts at local
level such as landscape deterioration due to landfilling, local water and air pollution, as well as
littering.
The European Union's approach to waste management is based on the "waste hierarchy" which sets
the following priority order when shaping waste policy and managing waste at the operational level:
prevention, (preparing for) reuse, recycling, recovery and, as the least preferred option, disposal
(which includes landfilling and incineration without energy recovery).
In line with this the 7th Environment Action Programme sets the following priority objectives for
waste policy in the EU:
•
•
•
•
•

To reduce the amount of waste generated;
To maximise recycling and re-use;
To limit incineration to non-recyclable materials;
To phase out landfilling to non-recyclable and non-recoverable waste;
To ensure full implementation of the waste policy targets in all Member States.
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The following webpages describe the main elements of EU waste legislation in more detail:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waste framework legislation
Waste stream legislation
Landfilling and incineration
Shipment of waste
Implementation and reporting
Review of EU waste policy
Studies/publications/links

The development and implementation of EU waste policy and legislation takes place within the
context of a number of wider EU policies and programmes including 7th Environment Action
Programme, the Resource Efficiency Roadmap and the Raw Materials Initiative.
Brochure: The EU’s approach to waste management

EU Waste Legislation

Overview
Several pieces of consolidated EU waste legislation can be downloaded from the European
Union CELEX site, but please note that this is not complete.
Specific links to individual pieces of EU waste management legislation are provided below,
divided into five main sub-categories:
A. Framework European Union legislation on waste
B. European Union legislation on waste management operations
C. European Union legislation on specific waste streams
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D. Reporting and questionnaire legislation
E. Useful links to other in/directly related legislation
Within each sub-category, the individual legislative instruments are listed in chronological
order of adoption of the main pieces of legislation. Where ancillary legislation is in
existence, this is listed in chronological order below the parent legislative instrument.
Various instruments have not yet been made available on CELEX in full electronically, so that
annexes, diagrams and tables are unable to be downloaded. In respect of some of these,
there is a facility via CELEX called 'TIF' which is able to deliver a full version - for this the user
must click on the pale blue icon marked 'TIF' under the CELEX title of the instrument to order
a copy by email.
NB: USER WARNING - The authoritative version of the legislation is contained exclusively in
the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Resources:
Web links:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/WASTE%20BROCHURE.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/efe/themes/waste_en
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/environment/environmental_law/eu_environmental_law.htm
l
http://www.hair-heads.co.uk/salon-health-and-safety/waste-disposal.php
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