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Lesson 2 
Recycling Electrical Items and Plastic 

 

Introduction to this lesson  
It is very worrying about the effect we are having on our planet in regard to all the waste we create 
in the world. 

It is therefore vital we all have a much greater understanding of how we can improve this. 

With in this lesson you will be able to have a far greater understanding on the recycleable items we 
use everyday and how we may also look at recycling other recycable items to work towards a 
greener future.  

 

2.1 Electrical Waste 
In the spring of 2017, The European Commission, incorporated the Waste Electrical & Electronic 

Equipment (WEEE Package)  

This was to be able to gather correct figures on how much quantity of electrical waste was used with 

in each Country, this was defined by weight. 

Waste from electrical goods including computers mobile phones, fridges and TVs to name just a few, 

is one of the largest and fastest growing waste components with in the European Union. 

The WEEE is looking into ways that they can improve areas such as recycling collection, and how we 

can recycle any electronics when they come to the end of their use. 

2.2 Research 
Research suggests that  electrical waste is set to soar to more than 12 million tonnes by 2020 Many 

of these electrical items that need to be recycled and removed from use safely, have dangerous 

implications. For example, safe removal of batteries.  Due to the implications of many of these 

electrical components and how they are made up, if not carried out correctly this could have 

catastrophic health and environmental implications. It would be very interesting to research the 

figures that our linked to your country and to see what you could improve in recycling in your school/ 

college? 

 

2.3 Effects of waste 
Due to this amount of waste being generated it is having a negative effect on our natural habitat, 

wildlife and our own health is affected. For example, sea animals are really affected by this. They 

consume things in the water because they think it is food. If clippers found their way into the sea or 

small clips then animals would try to eat them. They do this because they are shiny, due to this 

animals choke and unfortunately die because the objects get stuck.  

Recently, there was a video put on Facebook of a tortoise who was in unbelievable pain due to 

having plastic lodged in his nose. This meant that he couldn’t breathe for a number of days until 

someone rescued him and got the plastic out. This proves how important it is to recycle, not just 

plastics but everything you can to save wildlife.  
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In July of 2007, a campaign called “like for like” came into action. For example, when you purchased 

a new electrical item, you could give your old one to them and they would recycle that for free! For 

further information on that you can visit the page www.hse.gov.uk 

2.4 Campaigns 
In May of 2015, a campaign called “#SelfiEE” was released. This campaign was to promote the point 

that we need to be recycling electrical waste. What everyone needed to do was take a picture of 

themselves with a broken electrical item or one you didn’t want anymore. In the hope that people 

would spread the world that person needed to recycle that item or re use it. The ERP said that they 

would donate a big £250 a month to a choice out of 4 charities. They used this as an incentive to get 

people recycling and re-using appliances. The four charities were: The Young People’s Trust for the 

Environment, The National Foundation for Youth Music, the British Heart Foundation and the 

Furniture Reuse Network. These four different charities were chosen because they also support the 

fact that we need to recycle and re-use. Additionally, the individual whose selfie gets chosen will be 

able to choose who the £250 goes to. For more information head to the page www.app.erp-

selfieee.co.uk/  
 

2.5 Some facts and figures on Countries and their E-waste usage: 
• Spain is the first of a handful of European nations that contribute to e – waste their 

contribution being 9000,000 tons in 2014 

• Italy – 1.19 million tons  of e -waste in 2014 

• France – 1.56 million  tons of e-waste in 2014 

• United Kingdom generated 1.67 million tons in e-waste 

• Germany  responsible for 1.95 million tons in 2014 

• United States are at the top of the e-waste contributors by hitting a massive 7.795 million 

tons of e-waste 

 

The figures /facts below refer to the U.K – research the following areas and find out what your 

Country’s figures, how do they compare? 

• The UK is found to be the 5th largest producer of E-waste. 

• The UK sold about 1.7 tonnes of electrical things in 2014, which accounts to around 26kg per 
person. 

• In 2014, only 8kg of electrical waste was recycled by an individual. 

• 504,000 tonnes of electrical waste was recycled in 2014. 

 

2.6 Recycle 
 

Examples of Electrical goods that can be recycled: 

➢ Straighteners  

➢ Hairdryers 

➢ Clippers 

➢ Kettles 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.app.erp-selfieee.co.uk/
http://www.app.erp-selfieee.co.uk/
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➢ Washing Machines  

➢ Computers  

➢ Phones  

➢ Curling Tongs  

➢ Printers  

➢ TV’s 

➢ Stereos  

 

Other goods that can be recycled inside the salon itself: 

➢ The light bulbs in the salon can be recycled. Also, in the salon you should be using energy 

saving light bulbs. If the light bulbs you have used previously contain mercury then they 

need to be taken to a recycling centre. However, fluorescent tubes can also be recycled. 

Compact fluorescent lights are more efficient, this is because they last ten times longer 

and do not emit as much energy but still give off the same light. This helps reduce 

greenhouse gases, which is important for our existence and decreasing the chance of 

global warming.  

➢ Also, you can recycle batteries. They should not be disposed of in the general waste 

however; you can take them a recycling centre and have them recycled properly.  

➢ In the salon you can also recycle paper, cardboard, glass and aerosol cans. It is important 

to not waste paper and recycle it when it is used. Social media can be used instead of 

paper. For example, using emails to communicate and typing assignments instead of 

writing them and wasting paper on printing when you could see the assignment brief 

online.  

➢ Some plastics can be recycled depending on their recycle symbol.  

 

Recycling Plastic 

Plastic packaging has so many good uses. For example, it can help to keep food fresher for longer in 

our fridges. Plastic bottles in particular are strong, safe and do not break – without them we’d never 

be able have cleaning products or even toiletries. 

 

Recycling household plastic packaging has a positive impact on our environment. It decreases the 

need for raw materials which helps to save energy. For instance, it takes 75% less energy to make a 

plastic bottle from recycled plastic compared with using new materials. 

 

It’s easy to think that your recycling efforts don’t make a difference, but in reality recycling plastic 

packaging from around the home helps tremendously. Recycled plastic bottles can be made into new 

bottles, t-shirts, fleeces, furniture, children’s toys and other plastic bottles. Those plastic pots, tubs 

and trays can come back as plastic buckets and containers. 

 

2.7 Recycling Symbols 
Packaging labels and recycling symbols are now appearing on lots of everyday items and helps us to 

identify how different types of packaging can be recycled. 
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Widely Recycled 

This label is applied to packaging that is collected by 75% or more of local authorities. For 

example plastic bottles.  

 

 

Check Locally 

This label is applied to packaging that is collected by 20-75% of local authorities. For example 

some types of plastic packaging. 

 

The Green Dot 

The Green Dot does not necessarily mean that the packaging is recyclable, will be 

recycled or has been recycled. It is a symbol used on packaging in some European 

countries and signifies that the producer has made a financial contribution towards 

the recovery and recycling of packaging in Europe. 

 

Mobius Loop 

This indicates that an object is capable of being recycled, not that the object has been 

recycled or will be accepted in all recycling collection systems. Sometimes this symbol is used 

with a percentage figure in the middle to explain that the packaging contains x% of recycled 

material. 

 

Plastic resin codes 

This identifies the type of plastic resin used to make the item by providing a 'Resin 

Identification Code'. It is represented with a 'chasing arrows' symbol surrounding a number 

between 1 and 7 that defines the resin used. 

 

Glass 

This symbol asks that you recycle the glass container. Please dispose of glass bottles and 

jars in a bottle bank, remembering to separate colours, or use your glass household 

recycling collection if you have one. 

 

Paper, card and wood 

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) logo identifies wood-based products from well 

managed forests independently certified in accordance with the rules of the FSC. 

 

Tidyman 

This symbol from Keep Britain Tidy asks you not to litter. It doesn't relate to recycling but is 

a reminder to be a good citizen, disposing of the item in the most appropriate manner. 
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Resources  

Web Links 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOuc0NCJfvs 
City and Guilds level Diploma in hairdressing and barbering text book  
 
www.ypte.org.uk/recycling/factsheet 

 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOuc0NCJfvs 
City and Guilds level Diploma in hairdressing and barbering text book  
 
www.ypte.org.uk/recycling/factsheet 
 
ec.europa.eu>waste>weee>index-en 

waste360.com   ( very useful slide show that details countries e waste used) 

http://recyclenation.com/2010/11/recycled-human-hair/  

http://www.recyclingwasteworld.co.uk/news/erp-uk-launches-new-e-waste-awareness-raising-

campaign/82542/  

http://schools.cbe.ab.ca/b628//studentwork/njjsites/impacts.html  

http://ecohairandbeauty.com/news-title-five/   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOuc0NCJfvs
../../vaughanl/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/ZHJYBR23/www.ypte.org.uk/recycling/factsheet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOuc0NCJfvs
../../vaughanl/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/ZHJYBR23/www.ypte.org.uk/recycling/factsheet
http://recyclenation.com/2010/11/recycled-human-hair/
http://www.recyclingwasteworld.co.uk/news/erp-uk-launches-new-e-waste-awareness-raising-campaign/82542/
http://www.recyclingwasteworld.co.uk/news/erp-uk-launches-new-e-waste-awareness-raising-campaign/82542/
http://schools.cbe.ab.ca/b628/studentwork/njjsites/impacts.html
http://ecohairandbeauty.com/news-title-five/

